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1 Introduction

What is Sustainability Appraisal?

1.1 Sustainability Appraisal (SA) is a process to assess the social, environmental and
economic impacts of a Plan, and is performed alongside the production of the Plan.

1.2 The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) (¶6) states that 'the purpose of the
planning system is to contribute to the achievement of sustainable development''. It goes
on to say that 'there are three dimensions to sustainable development: economic, social and
environmental' (NPPF, ¶7).

1.3 SA is required under:

The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act, 2004; and
The Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations, 2004,(1) which
places an obligation on the Council to undertake a Strategic Environmental Assessment
on land use and spatial plans.

1.4 The NPPF (¶165) requires that 'a sustainability appraisal which meets the requirements
of the European Directive on strategic environmental assessment should be an integral part
of the plan preparation process, and should consider all the likely significant effects on the
environment, economic and social factors'. Planning Practice Guidance provides clarity on
the need for Sustainability Appraisal and Strategic Environmental Assessment in relation to
plan development.

1.5 The integrated SA also incorporates the requirements of:

Strategic Environmental Assessment:An assessment of the environmental implications
of a Plan. The purpose of this assessment is to 'identify, describe and evaluate the likely
significant effects on the environment of, (a) implementing the plan; and (b) reasonable
alternatives, taking into account the objectives and geographical scope.'(2) As Strategic
Environmental Assessment is integrated into the SA, there is a need to make sure it
addresses all the requirements of this process. This is achieved by using a Checklist,
available in Appendix C of this Report.

Equality Impact Assessment: A tool for identifying the potential impact of a Plan on
those who live, work or access the Borough. The Assessment also makes sure that the
Local Plan fulfils the requirements of anti-discrimination and equalities legislation.

Health Impact Assessment: Predicts the health consequences of implementing a Plan.
It also identifies ways to enhance positive and minimise or avoid negative health impacts.

Rural proofing: The process of scrutinising a Plan to make sure that impacts on rural
areas are fully considered.

1 Which seeks to implement European Union Directive 2001/42/EC – Assessment of the Effect of Certain Plans and
Programmes on the Environment, commonly known as the Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive

2 The Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulation, 2004
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1.6 In addition to the SA, the Local Plan will be subjected to a Habitats Regulations
Assessment (HRA). This is required under European Directive 92/43/EEC on the
Conservation of Natural Habitats and Wild Flora and Fauna (Habitats Directive), and seeks
to identify the potential of the Local Plan to impact upon Natura 2000 sites - Special Protection
Areas, Special Areas of Conservation and Ramsar Sites. The Council will undertake all the
relevant HRA requirements to support the future development of the Site Allocations and
Development Policies Document (SADPD) and the Minerals and Waste Development Plan
Document (MWDPD).

1.7 SA and other associated forms of appraisal help tomake sure that a plan delivers
development that balances social, environmental and economic considerations.

What is this Report?

1.8 This Report is the Sustainability Appraisal: Scoping Report of the Local Plan (SA
Scoping Report) that updates the previous version published in June 2012. The purpose of
this Report is to identify the scope and methodology for the appraisal of the Local Plan and
has been produced to make sure that the social, environmental, and economic issues
previously identified are up to date.

1.9 The Report will:

Identify the key social, environmental and economic issues facing Cheshire East;
Develop a series of social, environmental and economic objectives for Cheshire East,
based on the issues facing the Borough and the objectives of national, regional and local
plans, policies and programmes; and
Develop a series of tools for the assessment of the sustainability of the Local Plan.

The Local Plan

1.10 The Local Plan outlines the Development Plan for Cheshire East. It will set out the
vision, objectives, spatial strategy, and policies for the development of the area up to 2030.
The Local Plan will also assist in the delivery of the Sustainable Community Strategy for
Cheshire East.

1.11 The Local Plan for Cheshire East will consist of three key documents, these are: the
Local Plan Strategy; the SADPD; and the MWDPD. Further information on the Local Plan
is available at: www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/localplan.

Local Plan Strategy

1.12 The Local Plan Strategy is the first, strategic part of the new Local Plan. It sets out
planning policies and allocates sites for development up to 2030. Its vision, objectives and
strategic policies are overarching and form the basis of the whole Local Plan.

Site Allocations and Development Policies Document

1.13 The SADPD will provide detailed planning policies and allocate sites for future
development.
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Minerals and Waste Development Plan Document

1.14 The MWDPD will have two main purposes:

It will identify mineral and waste site allocations along with establishing Mineral
Safeguarding Areas (MSA); and
It will set out detailed mineral and waste Development Management policies to guide
planning application decisions in the Borough, excluding those areas within the Peak
District National Park Authority.
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2 How is the Sustainability Appraisal performed?
2.1 The SA is performed in five stages, which are carried out alongside the preparation of
the Local Plan. The key stages of Local Plan preparation and their relationship with the SA
process are show in Figure 2.1.(3)

Figure 2.1 SA and Local Plan Stages

3 NPPG Paragraph: 013 Reference ID: 11-013
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/580027/sea1_013.Pdf, accessed
12/1/17
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3 Stage A1: Related Plans and Policies
3.1 The SA process requires the review of relevant policies, plans and programmes. The
purpose of this review is to:

Identify any external social, environmental or economic objectives that should be taken
into account in the SA.
Identify other external factors, including sustainability issues, which might influence the
preparation of the Local Plan.
Determine whether other policies, plans and programmes might give rise to cumulative
effects, either positive or negative, when combined with the Local Plan.
Make sure that the Local Plan and its SA are in line with the requirements of relevant
policies, plans and programmes and through this identify inconsistencies or constraints
that will need to be addressed.
Identify sustainability objectives, key indicators, and baseline data that should be reflected
in the SA.
Suggest ideas as to how any constraints can be addressed, and to help identify the
sustainability objectives.

3.2 A detailed list of policies, plans and programmes that have been identified as part of
this review are identified in Appendix A of this Report, and include national, regional and
local policies, plans and programmes. The large range of international plans are considered
to have been covered by national plans. Table 3.1 Includes a list of the regional/sub-regional
and local policies, plans, and programmes that are reviewed in Appendix A of this Report.

Table 3.1 Regional/Sub-Regional and Local Policies, Plans and Programmes

Regional/Sub-Regional Policies, Plans and Programmes

Cheshire and Warrington Matters: A Strategic and Economic Plan for Cheshire and Warrington (Cheshire and
Warrington Enterprise Partnership) (2014)

Unleashing the Potential of Cheshire and Warrington - Draft Sub-Regional Strategy (2010)

Cheshire Gypsy, Traveller and Travelling Showpeople Accommodation Assessment (2014)

North West River Basin District River Basin Management Plan (2015)

Countdown - The Cheshire Region Biodiversity Action Plan

The North West Regional Forestry Framework (2005)

Green Infrastructure Framework for North East Wales, Cheshire and Wirral (2011)

Cheshire Regional Local Geodiversity Action Plan (2004)

Cheshire Landscape Character Assessment (2009)

Cheshire Historic Landscape Characterisation Project (2007)

Nationally, Regionally and Sub Regionally Significant Waste Management Facilities

Low Carbon and Environmental Goods and Services Sector Strategy for England's Northwest (2010)

Sports Sector Strategy for England's Northwest 2010 to 2020

Local Plans of adjacent Authorities

Local Transport Plans (full and implementation plans) of adjacent Authorities
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Regional/Sub-Regional Policies, Plans and Programmes

Joint Municipal Waste Strategy 2007 to 2020

Cheshire Sub-Regional Housing Strategy 2009-2012 (2009)

Local Policies, Plans and Programmes

Ambition for All - The Cheshire East Sustainable Community Strategy 2010

Corporate Plan 2016 to 2020 - Cheshire East Council

Cheshire East Local Transport Plan (2011)

Cheshire East Local Transport Plan: Implementation Plan (2011)

Cheshire East Rights of Way Improvement Plan (2011)

Rights of Way Improvement Plan Implementation Plan 2015

Economic Development Strategy for Cheshire East (2011)

Cheshire East Local Economic Assessment (2011)

Cheshire East Housing Strategy: Moving Forward 2011 to 2016 (2011)

Cheshire East Council Homelessness Strategy 2014 to 2017 (2014)

Local Air Quality Action Plan (2011)

Local Air Quality Strategy for Cheshire East Council (2011)

Draft Cheshire East Cycling Strategy (2015)

Cheshire East Visitor Economy Strategy (2011)

Macclesfield Economic Masterplan (2010)

All Change for Crewe (2010)

Crewe Civic and Cultural Quarter (2013)

Macclesfield Town Centre Vision (2014)

Parish Plans produced in Cheshire East

Village Design Statements produced in Cheshire East

Neighbourhood Plans made in Cheshire East

Local Area Partnerships

All Change for Crewe: High Growth City (2013)

Macclesfield Heritage and Cultural Strategy (2014)

Macclesfield Brownfield Land Initiative - Delivery Strategy

Cheshire East Local Plan Evidence Base documents

Crewe Town Centre Regeneration Delivery Framework for Growth (2015)

Waste Management Needs Assessment for Cheshire East Council (2014)

Cheshire East Council Municipal Waste Management Strategy to 2030 (2014)

Minerals Sites and Areas Assessments (2015)
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4 Stage A2: Baseline Information
4.1 The SA process requires the collection of baseline information focusing on the social,
economic and environmental characteristics of the Borough. This information is collected in
order to:

identify current baseline conditions in the area;
find out trends in the data for the area;
identify sustainability problems and opportunities;
identify ways of dealing with problems and taking opportunities that exist in the area;
predict likely effects resulting from the implementation of the Plan; and
inform the development of the Local Plan.

4.2 Once the Local Plan is implemented, selected baseline data will also provide the basis
for monitoring the sustainability effects resulting from the plan. This list is subject to revision
as the plan progresses. Monitoring is performed to enable a clearer understanding of how
situations are changing and will assist in identifying problems and alternative ways of dealing
with them.

4.3 The baseline data collected for Cheshire East has been classified into nine categories,
reflecting key areas for consideration identified in the Strategic Environmental Assessment
guidance. These are:

Biodiversity, Flora and Fauna
Population and Human Health
Water and Soil
Air
Climatic Factors
Transport
Cultural Heritage and Landscape
Social Inclusiveness
Economic Development

4.4 The Borough of Cheshire East is bounded by Cheshire West and Chester to the west,
Warrington and the Manchester conurbation to the north, Shropshire and The Potteries
conurbation to the south, and the Peak District National Park to the east.
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Figure 4.1 Cheshire East Location Map

4.5 Cheshire East contains four categories of settlement; Principal Towns, Key Service
Centres, Local Service Centres, and Other Settlements and Rural Areas.

4.6 The two Principal Towns are Crewe and Macclesfield; the Key Service Centres are
Alsager, Congleton, Handforth, Knutsford, Middlewich, Nantwich, Poynton, Sandbach and
Wilmslow; the Local Service Centres are Alderley Edge, Audlem, Bollington, Bunbury,
Chelford, Disley, Goostrey, Haslington, Holmes Chapel, Mobberley, Prestbury, Shavington
and Wrenbury; the Other Settlements and Rural Areas are the remaining settlements/areas
in the Borough.

Biodiversity, Flora and Fauna

4.7 The Borough benefits from a diverse range of flora and fauna, much of which require
conservation due to threats to their numbers nationally. Some of the most significant can be
found in Table 4.1 (2011).(4)

Table 4.1 Biodiversity Action Plan species in Cheshire (Cheshire East, Cheshire West and Chester, Halton, Wirral
and Warrington)

Species/HabitatsCategory

Great Crested Newt and Natterjack ToadAmphibians

Adder and Slow-wormReptiles

4 Cheshire Region Biodiversity Partnership
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Species/HabitatsCategory

(Bees andWasps: SandWasp, Cuckoo Bee and The Vernal Colletes, Mining Bee), Belted Beauty,
Club-Tailed Dragonfly, Depressed River Mussel, Dingy Skipper, Downy Emerald, Lesser Silver

Invertebrates

Water Beetle, Mud Snail, Ringlet, Sandhill Rustic, Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary, Spotted
Yellow/Black Leaf Beetle, Variable Damselfly, White Clawed Crayfish andWhite Letter Hairstreak.

Barn Owl, Black Necked Grebe, (Farmland Birds: Bullfinch, Corn Bunting, Grey Partridge, House
Sparrow, Lapwing, Linnet, Reed Bunting, Skylark, Song Thrush, Starling, Tree Sparrow and
Yellowhammer) and Spotted Flycatcher.

Birds

Atlantic Grey Seal, (Bats: Common Pipistrelle, Soprano Pipistrelle, Noctule, Brown Long Eared,
Whiskered and Brandts, Daubentons, Leislers, Natterers and Serotine), Brown Hare, Dormouse,
Harvest Mouse, Otter, Polecat, and Water Vole.

Mammals

Black Poplar, Ivy-leaved Water-crowfoot, Rock Sea-lavander, Bluebell, Mackay’s Horsetail, Isle
of Man Cabbage and River Water-Crowfoot.

Plants

Hedgerows, Woodland, Arable Field Margins, Coastal & Floodplain Grazing Marsh, Coastal Sand
Dune, Coastal Saltmarsh, Dry StoneWalls, Lowland Fen, Gardens & Allotments, Heathland, Lime

Habitats

beds, Lowland Raised Bog, Wood-Pasture and Parkland, Meres, Intertidal Mudflats, Ponds,
Reedbeds, Roadside Verges, Traditional Orchards, Unimproved Grassland, and Waxcap
Grasslands.

4.8 The flora and fauna exist in a range of varying environments, many of which have
received some form of environmental designation in recognition of their importance.

4.9 The most prominent environmental designations in Cheshire East are:

414 Local Wildlife Sites (2013) - Locally valued sites of biological diversity;(5)

21 Local Geological Sites (2013) - Locally valued sites of geological or geomorphological
value;(6)

Eight Local Nature Reserves (2016) - Locally important sites established to protect the
most important areas of wildlife habitat and geological formations in Britain;(7)

33 Sites of Special Scientific Interest (2015) - Nationally important sites, designated
as they are felt to represent the very best wildlife and geological sites in the Country;(8)

TwoNational Nature Reserves (2014) - Nationally important sites established to protect
the most important areas of wildlife habitat and geological formations in Britain;(9)

One Special Protection Area (SPA) (2016) - Designated as a result of its importance
as a habitat for rare and vulnerable birds and is of international importance;(10)

Two Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) (2016) - Designated due to their potential
to contribute towards the conservation of 189 habitat types and 788 species, identified
as requiring conservation at a European level (excluding birds). These sites are
internationally valued;(11)

5 Cheshire East Council - Environmental Planning
6 Cheshire East Council - Environmental Planning
7 Natural England
8 Natural England
9 Natural England
10 Joint Nature Conservation Committee
11 Joint Nature Conservation Committee
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Three Ramsar designations (2016) - Wetlands of international importance designated
under the Ramsar Convention;(12) and
One National Park designation (2016) at the Peak District National Park - due to its
outstanding beauty, and its ecological, archaeological, geological and recreational
value.(13)

4.10 The distribution of key environmental designations is illustrated in Figure 4.2.

Figure 4.2 Key Nature Conservation Sites in Cheshire East

4.11 There are several issues that are currently affecting European sites within the influence
of the Cheshire East Local Plan:(14)

Hydrological changes
Inappropriate water levels
Water pollution
Managed rotational burning
Low breeding success/poor recruitment
Inappropriate management practices
Public access/disturbance
Air pollution: impact of atmospheric nitrogen distribution

12 Joint Nature Conservation Committee
13 Peak District National Park
14 Site Improvement Plans by Region, Natural England
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Wildfire/arson
Vehicles
Overgrazing
Undergrazing
Invasive species
Changes in species distributions
Inappropriate scrub control
Game management: pheasant rearing
Forestry and woodland management
Habitat fragmentation
Fertiliser use
Inappropriate weirs, dams and other structures
Disease
Climate change
Direct impact from third party
Planning permissions
Peat extraction
Siltation

Summary of future baseline

4.12 Habitats and species have the potential to come under increasing pressure from the
provision of new housing, employment and infrastructure in the Borough, including at
designated sites. This could include from increased disturbance (recreational, noise and
light induced) and atmospheric pollution, as well as the loss of habitats and fragmentation
of biodiversity networks. The loss and fragmentation of habitats will be exacerbated by the
effects of climate change, which has the potential to lead to changes in the distribution and
abundance of species and changes to the composition and character of habitats.

Population and Human Health

4.13 Cheshire East has a population of 374,200 (2014); 51 per cent (190,900) are female
and 49 per cent (183,200) are male.(15) The Borough has a population density of 3.1 people
per hectare.(16)

4.14 Cheshire East has a lower proportion of its population aged 15 to 34 and higher
proportion of people aged over 65 than the average for England and Wales (2011). The
statistics indicate that Cheshire East has an ageing population.(17)

4.15 Using 2010 population data, it is expected that Cheshire East's population will increase
by 58,100 between 2010 and 2030 leading to an overall population figure of 427,100.(18)

15 Office for National Statistics
16 Office for National Statistics
17 Office for National Statistics
18 Population projections produced by Opinion Research Services (ORS) for the Cheshire East Housing Development

Study 2015, ORS, June 20125 (Local Plan Exam Library ref [PS E033])
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4.16 There is limited ethnic diversity amongst Cheshire East’s population (2011); 93.6 per
cent of residents are White British, a further 3.2 per cent are from Other White groups, 1.6
per cent are Asian/Asian British, 0.4 per cent are Black/Black British, and 1.2 per cent are
Chinese or Other Ethnic groups.(19)

4.17 In in relation to religion, between 2001 and 2011 the proportion of Christians and
Other religions has decreased, and the proportion of Hindus, Muslims, and Sikhs has
increased.(20)

4.18 In 2015, the health of people in Cheshire East was generally more varied than the
England average. Deprivation is lower than the England average, however 7,700 children
still live in poverty. Life expectancy for both men and women is higher than the England
average. However, life expectancy is 9.0 years lower for men and 7.3 years lower for women
in the most deprived areas of Cheshire East than in the least deprived Lower Super Output
Areas.(21)

4.19 Between 2013 and 2014, 15.6 per cent of year 6 children in Cheshire East were
considered to be obese; this is an increase on the 15.1 per cent classified in 2012 to 2013.(22)

4.20 An estimated 17.3 per cent of adults smoke (2013) and 23.8 per cent are obese
(2012).(23) In 2013 56.2 per cent of adults were physically active, which is slightly lower than
the regional average.(24)

4.21 The rate of new cases of malignant melanoma is worse than the England average.
Early deaths from cardiovascular diseases and early deaths from cancer are better than
average.(25) However, the rate of road injuries and deaths is higher than the North West and
England,(26) possibly as a result of the high dependency on the private car.(27)

Summary of future baseline

4.22 Population increases experienced in the Borough are likely to continue. Population
trends will result in a further increase in the proportion of older people in the Borough.

4.23 Broadly speaking, the health of the population in the Borough is varied and this trend
is likely to continue. Ongoing budget pressures to community services have the potential to
lead to effects on health and wellbeing over the longer term.

4.24 Obesity is seen as an increasing issue by health professionals, and one that will
contribute to significant health impacts for individuals, including increasing the risk of a range
of diseases (heart disease, diabetes and some forms of cancer).

4.25 The Borough has an ageing population; this trend is likely to continue and has the
potential to increase pressures on healthcare services.

19 Office for National Statistics
20 Office for National Statistics
21 Public Health England
22 Public Health England
23 Public Health England
24 Public Health England
25 Public Health England
26 Public Health England
27 Office for National Statistics
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Water and Soil

4.26 Cheshire East has a diverse aquatic environment focused on the range of larger and
smaller rivers in the Borough. Some of the larger rivers in the Borough include the Weaver,
Wheelock, Croco, Dean, Bollin and Dane. The location of these and other rivers and their
tributaries, along with the areas of flood risk is indicated in Figure 4.3.

Figure 4.3 Main Rivers and Areas of Flood Risk in Cheshire East

4.27 Cheshire East is located in two river catchment areas; these are the Weaver/Gowy
and the Upper Mersey. There are priority issues outlined in the North West River Basin
District River Basin Management Plan (2015) for both river catchment areas:(28)

Weaver/Gowy - pollution from rural areas, waste water, and physical modifications
Upper Mersey - diffuse pollution (urban and rural), pollution from waste water, and
physical modifications

4.28 Ecological river quality has appeared to decline between 2014 and 2015 falling from
85 per cent good and 4 per cent fail to 31 per cent moderate, 46 per cent poor and 23 per
cent bad. Chemical river quality has improved between 2014 and 2015 increasing from 15
per cent to 100 per cent good.(29)

28 Defra and Environment Agency
29 Environment Agency
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4.29 According to United Utilities, Cheshire East is divided into two water extraction areas;
the South andWest, and the North and East, with water extracted from amixture of boreholes
and surface water sources. The diverse sources of water used in the Borough mean that
changes to water usage can have implications beyond the Borough boundary.

4.30 Mineral resources currently extracted in Cheshire East include silica (or industrial)
sand, construction sand and gravel, sandstone (hard/crushed rock), salt (brine) and peat.
Permitted extraction sites are situated across the Borough.(30) The location of these sites is
indicated in Figure 4.4.

Figure 4.4 Mineral Sites in Cheshire East (2011)

4.31 From 2012 sales of sand and gravel have increased steadily until 2014, which
experienced a substantial rise (equating to a rise of 307 per cent) followed by a 9.3 per cent
increase in 2015. Prior to this (2008 to 2011) a marked decline was experienced with some
of this decline attributed to the wider economic downturn of 2008/2009 and consequential
reduction in construction activity and demand for aggregates. It is not yet possible to monitor
long term sales patterns in Cheshire East as a former Cheshire sub-region. Crushed rock
sales have increased from 0.001mt in 2014 to 0.002mt in 2015. Sales from the sub-region
are consistently very low owing to the material being low grade and is largely used as dressing
stone.(31)

30 Cheshire East Council - Spatial Planning
31 Annual Monitoring Report 2016 for North West Aggregate Working Party Data to December 2015.
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4.32 Cheshire East (10.9 per cent) has proportionately more Grade 1 and 2 land than the
North West (7.4 per cent), but less than England (17.4 per cent). In terms of Grade 3 land
however, Cheshire East (67.4 per cent) has proportionately more than both the North West
(34.8 per cent) and England (49.6 per cent).(32) In total, Cheshire East has proportionately
more Grade 1, 2 and 3 land than the North West and England.

4.33 In 2014/15, the total amount of household waste generated in Cheshire East was
181,268 tonnes; a slight increase on the previous year, of which about 57 per cent was sent
for recycling and composting.(33)

4.34 The average amount of household waste collected per head of population in Cheshire
East in 2014/15 was 483kg. This represents a 2.1 per cent increase across a 3 year monitoring
period. In 2014/15, 100 per cent of Cheshire East households were served by the kerbside
collection of at least two recyclables.(34)

Summary of future baseline

4.35 Existing planning policy encourages the efficient use of land and a preference for the
development of brownfield land where possible. Future housing, employment and
infrastructure growth is likely to result in further loss of greenfield and agricultural land. In
line with the NPPF, the Council should seek to use areas of poorer agricultural land in
preference to those of higher quality.

4.36 Due to increasing legislative and regulatory requirements, there are increasing
pressures to improve recycling and composting rates andmove towards zero waste to landfill.
However, potential population increases within the Borough may increase pressures on
recycling and waste management facilities. Furthermore, Defra’s estimation for waste growth
shows that national waste growth and estimates of future waste arisings expected to remain
consistent with current levels. This is because widespread initiatives to reduce waste and
improve materials reuse and recycling are likely to reduce long-term production of waste.

4.37 Water availability in the wider area may be affected by regional increases in population
and an increased occurrence of drought, which is estimated to become increasingly prevalent
as a result of climate change.

4.38 Water quality is likely to continue to be affected by pollution incidents in the area and
physical modifications to water bodies. In the short to medium term, the requirements of the
Water Framework Directive are likely to lead to improvements to water quality in watercourses
in the wider area.

Air

4.39 There has been a growing body of evidence to suggest that poor air quality may have
a negative effect on sensitive individuals. Air pollutants can also impact on vegetation, disrupt
natural ecosystems and lead to the corrosion of buildings and monuments. Additionally,
many pollutants are also greenhouse gases, which contribute to climate change.

32 Cheshire East Council - Report on the Role of the Best and Most Versatile Land in Cheshire East. Local Plan Exam
Library Ref [PC B025]

33 Cheshire East Council - Recycling and Waste Performance Statistics
34 Cheshire East Council - Spatial Planning/Department for the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs
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4.40 Those areas with the poorest air quality must be declared as Air Quality Management
Areas. Following this declaration the Local Authority must produce an Air Quality Action
Plan, showing how it intends to work towards achieving the national air quality objectives.

4.41 In Cheshire East there are 13 Air Quality Management Areas (2015).(35) These are
shown in Table 4.2.

Table 4.2 Air Quality Management Areas in Cheshire East

Air Quality Management Areas

Nantwich Road, CreweA34 West Road,
Congleton

A523 London Road,
MacclesfieldA556 Chester Road, Mere

Earle Street, CreweM6 Cranage, Nr.
Holmes Chapel

A34 Lower Heath,
Congleton

A50 Manchester Road,
Knutsford

Wistaston Road, Crewe
A5022/A534, SandbachA54 Rood Hill, CongletonA6 Market Street, Disley

Hospital Street, Nantwich

4.42 One of the main causes of air pollution in Cheshire East is from transport. Car and
van ownership in Cheshire East is significantly higher than that for the North West and
England,(36) whilst the distances travelled to work are also high (2011).(37)

Summary of future baseline

4.43 New housing and employment provision in the Borough and sub-regionally has the
potential to have adverse effects on air quality through increasing traffic flows and associated
levels of pollutants such as nitrogen dioxide. Areas of particular sensitivity to increased traffic
flows are likely to be routes with the largest congestion issues, including those with designated
Air Quality Management Areas.

Climatic Factors

4.44 Climate change is the formal term given to the fluctuation of the Earth's temperature.
Although it naturally fluctuates, during the last 100 years or so, the lowest parts of the
atmosphere have warmed up on average by about 0.6°C; this represents a rapid increase
beyond that expected of normal climatic fluctuations.

4.45 This rapid increase in temperature coincides with increased levels of greenhouse
gases in the atmosphere resulting from the combustion of fossil fuels for energy and
transportation. Due to this a number of targets have been set for the reduction of carbon
dioxide emissions (the most abundant greenhouse gas).

4.46 Between 2010 and 2013, the amount of carbon dioxide emissions have fluctuated,
but was lower in 2013 than in 2010, as indicted in Table 4.3.(38)

35 Cheshire East Council - Air Quality Team
36 Office for National Statistics
37 Table DC7701EWla (Method of travel to work (2001 specification) by distance travelled to work), 2011 Census, Office

for National Statistics. ONS Crown Copyright 2016. ONS licensed under the Open Government Licence v. 1.0.
38 Local and Regional Carbon Dioxide Emissions Estimates for the UK. Produce by RICARDO-AEA and Aether for the

Department for Energy and Climate Change, June 2015
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Table 4.3 Emissions of Carbon Dioxide (CO2)

2013201220112010Sector
1,070kt CO21,124kt CO21,026kt CO21,116kt CO2Industrial and commercial
901kg CO2921kg CO2855kg CO2986kg CO2Domestic
1,180kg CO21,191kg CO21,197kg CO21,223kg CO2Road transport
41kg CO242kg CO244kg CO245kg CO2Land use, land use change & forestry

3,191kg CO23,277kg CO23,123kg CO23,370kg CO2Total

4.47 Reducing greenhouse gas emissions will primarily be achieved through a combination
of reducing emissions from buildings, (through changes to building uses and improved build
standards) and reducing emissions from transport (encouraging modal shift and reducing
need to travel).

4.48 Improvements have already been achieved to build standards, linked to changes to
building regulations. During the 2014/15 monitoring period, the average SAP rating received
by new build dwellings across Cheshire East was 81.0; this compares to 82.3 in the 2013/14
monitoring period. This is significantly higher than the average for existing dwellings across
Cheshire East of 55.(39)

4.49 However, the reliance on private transport remains high, with the estimated miles
driven by vehicles increasing between 2012 and 2014 from 2,163,529 vehicle miles to
2,255,026 vehicle miles.(40)

Summary of future baseline

4.50 Climate change has the potential to increase the occurrence of extreme weather
events in the Borough, with increases in mean summer and winter temperatures, increases
in mean precipitation in winter and decreases in mean precipitation in summer. Carbon
dioxide emissions are likely to decrease as energy efficiency measures, renewable energy
production and new technologies become more widely adopted. This includes relating to
transport, as increased take up of more energy efficient vehicles and electric vehicles takes
place. However, increases in the built footprint of the Borough may lead to increases in overall
emissions if efficiency measures do not keep pace.

Transport

4.51 The extensive road network in the Borough includes theM6, which runs north to south
through the centre of Cheshire East and the M56 running east to west. The M56 links to the
M6 in the north of the Borough. There are also 14 primary 'A' roads in Cheshire East.

4.52 The rail network is accessible from 22 railway stations across the Borough, located
on one or more of the rail lines radiating from Crewe. These are the West Coast Main Line
to Glasgow and London, the Stoke-on-Trent/Derby Line, the Shrewsbury/South Wales Line,
the Chester/Holyhead Line, and the Greater Manchester line. Macclesfield is on the West
Coast Main Line - Stoke-on-Trent route, giving access to Greater Manchester and London
Euston.

39 Cheshire East Council - Civicance
40 Department for Transport
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4.53 Over the last three years the number of vehicle travel miles has increased from
2,163,529 thousand vehicle miles in 2012 to 2,255,026 thousand vehicle miles in 2014.(41)

Summary of future baseline

4.54 Given the rural nature of the majority of the Borough and high levels of car ownership,
the car is likely to remain a dominant form of transport in the Borough over the coming years.
New housing and employment provision also has the potential to increase traffic flows without
appropriate locational policies and interventions. As such, congestion is likely to continue
to be an issue for parts of the Borough. Whilst negative effects of new development on the
transport network are likely to be mitigated to a degree, there will be a continuing need for
development to be situated in accessible locations that limit the need to travel by private car.

Cultural Heritage and Landscape

4.55 Cheshire East contains a valued, varied and unique heritage, which includes a number
of cultural and environmental assets. These assets include Macclesfield's industrial heritage,
Little Moreton Hall, Crewe's railway heritage, Tatton Park, Lyme Park, Quarry Bank Mill,
Tegg's Nose, the canal network, historic towns and parts of the Peak District National Park,
amongst others. Other unique attractions include a wealth of historic Parks and Gardens
and Jodrell Bank Radio Telescope.

4.56 Formal cultural designations in Cheshire East include:

76 Conservation Areas of varying size and scale (2016) - Designated as a result of the
special character of development that has taken place in them. In and adjoining these
Areas there is a statutory duty to pay ‘special attention’ to development with the intention
of preserving/enhancing its character or appearance;(42)

Listed Buildings (2016) - Those of particular merit, for reason of architectural quality,
their social or economic history, association with well known characters or events or
because of their group value with other Listed Buildings. There are 2,641 listings covering
a number of different gradings;(43)

106 Scheduled Monuments (2016) - Historically important sites and monuments;(44)

17 historic Parks and Gardens (2016) - Viewed as a distinctive and much cherished
part of our inheritance;(45)

Ten areas of archaeological potential (2015) - Parts of the country where it is deemed
likely that buried archaeology has survived;(46) and
One registered battlefield (2016) - Designated as a result of the importance of events
that took place there.(47)

4.57 Cheshire East’s landscape is dominated by the flat topography of the Cheshire Plains,
containing a number of meres, ponds and marshes; however variety is provided as a result
of the closeness of the Peak District to the east and the Mid-Cheshire Ridge to the west.

41 Department for Transport
42 Cheshire East Council - Environmental Planning
43 Historic England
44 Historic England
45 Historic England
46 Cheshire East Council - Environmental Planning
47 Historic England
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4.58 Much of the northern part of the Borough, and a smaller area to the east, lies in the
Green Belt. Green Belt is intended to prevent urban sprawl, protect the countryside and
assist in the regeneration of urban areas. Cheshire East has 40,730ha of land designated
as Green Belt (2015).(48)

4.59 Green Gap is a local designation, introduced to achieve similar objectives to Green
Belt; Cheshire East has 1,284.94ha of land identified as Green Gap in the south of the
Borough (2016).(49)

Summary of future baseline

4.60 New development in the Borough has the potential to impact on the fabric and setting
of cultural heritage assets. This includes through inappropriate design and layout. It should
be noted, however, that existing historic environment designations will offer a degree of
protection to cultural heritage assets and their settings. Also new development need not be
harmful to the significance of a heritage asset; new development may be an opportunity to
enhance the setting of an asset and better reveal its significance.

4.61 New development has the potential to lead to incremental changes in landscape and
townscape character and quality in and around the Borough. This includes from the loss of
landscape features and visual impact. There may also be potential effects on
landscape/townscape character and quality in the vicinity of the road network due to an
incremental growth in traffic flows.

Social Inclusiveness

4.62 In 2014, Cheshire East contained 168,360 dwellings.(50) Of these, 89.2 per cent were
private sector, 11.6 per cent were operated by a private registered provider and 0.1 per cent
were owned by the Local Authority.(51)

4.63 The Objectively Assessed Need (OAN) (2015) for Cheshire East is 36,000 dwellings
over the Local Plan period (2010 to 2030), which equates to 1,800 dwellings per year.(52)

4.64 House prices across Cheshire East started to increase from 2013, with the mean
overall house price being £159,700 in February 2016, compared to £117,100 in the North
West.(53)

4.65 The Index of Multiple Deprivation data (IMD 2015) combines a number of economic,
social and environmental based indicators to assess and identify levels of deprivation in a
particular area. IMD 2015 show that Cheshire East is one of the least deprived Local
Authorities in the Country, reflected in the national rankings, which highlights that it is 223rd
out of 326 Local Authorities.(54)

48 Department for Communities and Local Government
49 Cheshire East Council - Spatial Planning
50 Department for Communities and Local Government
51 Department for Communities and Local Government
52 Cheshire East Housing Development Study 2015, Opinion Research Services, June 2015 (Local Plan Exam Library

ref [PS E033]
53 Land Registry House Price Index up to February 2016 (published in March 2016)
54 Index of Multiple Deprivation from the 2015 Indices of Deprivation, Department for Communities and Local Government,

Sept 2015
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Summary of future baseline

4.66 The suitability of housing for local requirements depends in part on the successful
implementation of appropriate housing policies taken forward through the Local Plan.
However, without interventions, the affordability, suitability and quality of housing in the
Borough may continue to be an issue. Unplanned development may also have wider
implications in terms of transport and access to infrastructure or the natural environment.

Economic Development

4.67 The Borough has a job density of 0.92 jobs per person (2014). This is higher than
the average job density for both the North West and Great Britain.(55)

4.68 Cheshire East performs better than the regional and national averages in terms of
skill levels, with 40.4 per cent of residents having received NVQ level 4 (degree level) or
above, compared to 30.9 per cent in the North West and 36.0 per cent in Great Britain.(56)

4.69 The percentage of people employed in professional occupations is significantly higher
than in the North West and Great Britain, with sales and customer service occupations having
the lowest percentage.(57) The percentage of residents in employment is higher than both
the regional and Great Britain average, with the percentage unemployed being lower.(58)

This is, perhaps, reflected in the low percentage of Jobseeker's Allowance claimants compared
to both the North West and Great Britain averages.(59)

4.70 In Cheshire East 29,183 people travel over 20km to work (2011), which equates to
16.0 per cent of the population, and is significantly higher than for the North West (11.4 per
cent) and England (13.6 per cent).(60)

Summary of future baseline

4.71 The District has significantly larger proportions of people in professional occupations,
and significantly fewer in sales and customer service occupations when compared to regional
and national averages; this trend is likely to continue in the absence of a major shift in the
nature of the local economy.

4.72 The rural economy will continue to play a large part in the economic vitality of the
Borough.

4.73 The Borough also has an important tourism offer and historic legacy, which provides
significant opportunities for the economy.

4.74 An increasing trend of homeworking, self-employment and home based businesses
is likely to have influence on the Borough’s economic landscape in forthcoming years.

55 Jobs density data, Office for National Statistics (ONS), NOMIS. ONS Crown Copyright
56 Annual Population Survey, Jan-Dec 2015, Office for National Statistics (ONS), NOMIS. ONS Crown Copyright.
57 Annual Population Survey, Oct 2014 - Sept 2015, Office for National Statistics (ONS), NOMIS. ONS Crown Copyright.
58 Annual Population Survey, Oct 2014 - Sept 2015, Office for National Statistics (ONS), NOMIS. ONS Crown Copyright.
59 Jobseeker's Allowance Count, Office for National Statistics (ONS), NOMIS. ONS Crown Copyright.
60 Table DC7701EWla (Method of Travel to work (2001 specification) by distance travelled to work), 2011 Census,

Office for National Statistics. ONS Crown Copyright 2016. ONS Licensed under the Open Government Licence v.
1.0.
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Conclusion

4.75 The baseline data collected provides the basis for predicting and monitoring effects
and helps to identify sustainability problems and alternative ways of dealing with them.

4.76 The baseline data highlights a number of areas where policies may be produced
along with issues that should be considered to make sure the social, economic and
environmental benefits outweigh the negatives.

Difficulties in collecting data and limitations of the data

4.77 Ideally the baseline information would be entirely up to date, unfortunately due to a
combination of the time it takes to collate data and data availability, this has not been possible.
As far as possible the most up to date information has been used for each set of data provided.
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5 Stage A3: (Part 1) Issues
5.1 The SA process requires the identification of environmental, economic and social issues
affecting Cheshire East. This is informed by information from a range of sources including:

Issues and objectives identified in relevant plans and policies.
Baseline data for Cheshire East.
Community and stakeholder consultation.

5.2 The social, environmental and economic issues identified in the SA will inform the
development of the SA Framework and the scope of the Local Plan.

5.3 The key sustainability issues identified in Cheshire East are found in Table 5.1.

Table 5.1 Key Sustainability Issues

Key Sustainability Issues

Social

Cheshire East has an older age profile than the UK as a whole, which is exacerbated by the attractiveness
of the area as a retirement destination. This will have implications for the types of development and services
that will be required to meet the needs of society.

1

Deprivation across Cheshire East is lower than average, however there are pockets of deprivation throughout
the Borough.2

There is a need to make sure that Cheshire East has a good standard of equality and social inclusion.3

There are some significant health inequalities between parts of Cheshire East.4

The housing needs of Cheshire East are diverse, creating demand for a variety of housing types, tenures
and affordability.5

There is a need to make sure that vibrant rural communities are maintained.6

Residents of Cheshire East have a high reliance on private transport; this must change by reducing the
need to travel and promoting and encouraging sustainable forms of transport, especially walking, cycling
and public transport.

7

The ability to easily access jobs, public transport, and services and facilities needs to be increased throughout
Cheshire East. This will contribute to the creation of sustainable and more self-contained communities
and reduce the need to travel by private vehicle.

8

Although Cheshire East is a safe place, there are some crime hot-spots and areas where public confidence
in community safety needs to be improved.9

There is a need to provide the infrastructure, services, and facilities to sustain the existing and future
communities of the Borough.10

Environmental

The world's climate is changing, which is likely to have implications for Cheshire East in the short, medium
and long term. The causes and effects of climate change should be reduced and adapted to where possible.11

Water is increasingly recognised as an important resource that needs to be managed. Therefore, there is
a need to manage water quality, quantity, and flood risk to make sure that supply can meet demand, and
that the risk of flooding is minimised.

12

Cheshire East has a number of Air Quality Management Areas, leading to concern about air quality in
general.13
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Key Sustainability Issues

There is a need to conserve and enhance the biodiversity and geodiversity of the Borough, particularly
those sites and species that are designated.14

Agricultural land quality in Cheshire East is below both the regional and national averages. However, there
is a need to retain the most productive agricultural land available in the Borough to maintain local food
production and support the agricultural sector.

15

There is a need to conserve and enhance the Borough's heritage assets, particularly those that are
designated.16

The average consumption of both gas and electricity in Cheshire East are above the regional and national
averages. This increases the need to promote energy efficiency and the use of renewable energy
technologies in new and existing development.

17

The amount of waste produced by each household in Cheshire East is relatively high. Although a large
percentage is recycled, the amount of residual waste remains an issue. There is a need to provide the
infrastructure to manage this waste sustainably.

18

Mineral extraction is an important part of the local economy, additionally a number of local resources are
of national importance. However, promotion of more efficient use and recycling of materials needs to be
increased to reduce the need for virgin materials and manage the implications of their extraction.

19

The re-use or redevelopment of previously developed land, buildings and infrastructure should be prioritised
over development of greenfield sites. However, it must be recognised that certain previously developed20 sites form valuable ecosystems and may be more beneficial retained to enhance the biodiversity of an
area.

The rate at which land and resources are used needs to be managed to increase sustainability in the short,
medium, and long term.21

Green Infrastructure and open spaces are a valuable resource. Although Cheshire East is considered a
green area, significant shortages to the quantity and quality of open spaces exist, particularly in urban
areas.

22

Economic

There is a need to make sure that a sustainable, competitive and low-carbon economy is continued to be
promoted in both urban and rural areas.23

There is a need to encourage innovation and diversity in both new and existing businesses.24

Cheshire East residents generally have a high level of education. However, there are significant disparities
between educational attainment across the Borough.25

A lower percentage of Cheshire East residents are unemployed than the average for the North West and
Great Britain. However, unemployment remains an issue.26

Cheshire East has a diverse rural area that makes a significant contribution to the Borough's economy.
This needs to be supported and maintained in the future.27

There is a need to make sure that town and village centres across Cheshire East continue to be vital and
viable. Some towns and villages may need growth to support viable communities and regenerate areas
in decline.

28

Town and village centre retail provision changes over time. However, there is a need to make sure that
these changes reflect the character and needs of the place and community.29
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6 Stage A3: (Part 2) Objectives
6.1 Following on from the identification of key issues, the SA requires the development of
a series of social, environmental and economic objectives for the Borough.

6.2 The SA objectives were chosen to address the predominant sustainability issues
present in the Borough, whilst also ensuring that a balance between social, economic and
environmental considerations are established. These objectives focus on outcomes (or
ends), not on how the outcomes will be achieved (inputs or means).

6.3 The objectives aim to make sure that the Plan will create a place that people can and
want to live, work and play. The objectives can be seen in Table 6.1.

Table 6.1 Sustainability Objectives

Sustainability Objectives

Social

Provide an appropriate quantity and quality of housing to meet the needs of the Borough. This should
include a mix of housing types, tenures and affordability.1

Create sustainable communities that benefit from good access to jobs, services, facilities and sustainable
forms of transport, including walking, cycling and public transport.2

Consider the needs of all sections of the community in order to achieve high levels of equality, diversity
and social inclusion.3

Create an environment that promotes healthy and active lifestyles.4

Maintain and/or create vibrant rural communities.5

Create a safe environment to live in and reduce fear of crime.6

Maintain and enhance community services and amenities to sustain the existing and future community of
the Borough.7

Environmental

To adapt to and mitigate the impacts of climate change.8

Positively address the issues of water quality and quantity, and manage flood risk in the Borough.9

Manage the impacts of development and associated activities to positively address all forms of pollution.10

Protect and enhance biodiversity, habitats, geodiversity and important geological features; particularly
those that are designated.11

Protect and enhance the quality, integrity and distinctiveness of the area’s heritage, landscapes and
townscapes; particularly those that are designated.12

Minimise energy use, promote energy efficiency and high quality design, and increase the generation of
energy from renewable resources.13

Achieve sustainable waste management through adhering to the principles of the Waste Hierarchy.14

Manage sustainable mineral extraction, and encourage their recycling/re-use, to provide a sufficient supply
to meet social and economic needs, whilst minimising impacts on the environment and communities and
safeguarding resources for future generations.

15

Reduce the consumption of natural resources, protect and enhance green infrastructure and high quality
agricultural land, and optimise the re-use of previously developed land, buildings and infrastructure.16
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Sustainability Objectives

Economic

To promote a sustainable, competitive and low-carbon economy that benefits from a range of innovative
and diverse businesses in both urban and rural areas.17

To maintain and enhance the vitality and viability of town and village centres with a balanced provision of
retail, leisure, visitor and cultural facilities.18

Positively manage the Borough's diverse rural economy.19

Improve access to education and training, and the links between these resources and employment
opportunities.20

Coverage of Objectives

6.4 The SA objectives are intended to work towards the improvement of the sustainability
issues identified in the Borough. The coverage of sustainability issues by objectives is
identified in Appendix B.

Compatibility of Objectives

6.5 In order to make sure that the identified objectives can all be achieved and are
complementary there is a need to assess their compatibility. This assessment is performed
by considering the likely implications of working towards the achievement of the objective,
although it is acknowledged that likely impacts are effected by implementation, which cannot
always be predicted at this stage.
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Figure 6.1 Compatibility of Objectives
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6.6 The assessment of potential conflict, required by the Strategic Environmental
Assessment Directive, indicates that the majority of issues are either compatible or not linked;
however there are several objectives where there is uncertainty as to whether there will be
conflict, with this being dependent on the focus and method of implementation of policies.
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8 Next Steps
8.1 The SA Scoping Report has identified a SAF that will enable the social, economic and
environmental effects of the Local Plan to be assessed. It also identifies a series of
sustainability objectives and sub-objectives that can be monitored over time. Alternatives
will be considered in emerging draft plans and will be considered against the SAF.

Consulting Relevant Authorities

8.2 This SA Scoping Report was prepared in accordance with:

Article 5(4) of the European Union Directive 2001/42/EC Regulations set out in the
Environmental Assessments of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004
The Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004

8.3 In accordance with these Regulations this Report will be sent to the statutory Strategic
Environmental Assessment Consultation Bodies with environmental responsibilities. These
are:

Environment Agency
Natural England
Historic England

8.4 In accordance with the Sustainability Appraisal Advice Note 2010, other appropriate
social and economic consultees will be contacted.

8.5 The purpose of the consultation is to:

Make sure the SA is comprehensive and robust enough to support the Local Plan.
Make sure that the assessment methodology is comprehensive.
Advise on the appropriateness of the sustainability objectives.
Advise on the appropriateness of the key sustainability issues.
Advise on the comprehensiveness of the baseline data.

8.6 Consultation on this SA Scoping Report will run for xx weeks between xx 2017 and
5pm xx 2017. Only comments received during the consultation period will be considered.
The Council asks that comments on this document are made using the online consultation
portal at www,cheshireeast.gov.uk/localplan, where possible, to save time and money.
However, comments made on paper will, of course, be accepted. Anonymous comments
cannot be accepted.

Contacting the Spatial Planning Team

8.7 You can contact the Spatial Planning Team by:

Email: localplan@cheshireeast.gov.uk
Website: www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/localplan
Telephone: 01270 685893
Post: Spatial Planning, Cheshire East Council, Westfields, C/o Municipal Buildings, Earle
Street, Crewe CW1 2BJ
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B Issues and Objectives
Table B.1 Sustainability Issues and Objectives

Sustainability ObjectivesSustainability Issues

Social

Consider the needs of all sections of the community in
order to achieve high levels of equality, diversity and
social inclusion.

3Ageing population1

Consider the needs of all sections of the community in
order to achieve high levels of equality, diversity and
social inclusion.

3Social deprivation2

Consider the needs of all sections of the community in
order to achieve high levels of equality, diversity and
social inclusion.

3Equality and social inclusion3

Create an environment that promotes healthy and active
lifestyles.4Healthy and active lifestyles4

Provide an appropriate quantity and quality of housing to
meet the needs of the Borough. This should include a
mix of housing types, tenures and affordability.

1Quantity and quality of housing5

Maintain and/or create vibrant rural communities.5Vibrant rural communities6

Create sustainable communities that benefit from good
access to jobs, services, facilities and sustainable forms2Sustainable forms of transport7 of transport, including walking, cycling and public
transport.

Create sustainable communities that benefit from good
access to jobs, services, facilities and sustainable forms2Access to jobs, services and facilities8 of transport, including walking, cycling and public
transport.

Create a safe environment to live in and reduce fear of
crime.6Crime and the fear of crime9

Maintain and enhance community services and amenities
to sustain the existing and future community of the
Borough.

7Infrastructure, services and facilities10

Environmental

To adapt to and mitigate the impacts of climate change.8Causes and effects of climate change11

Positively address the issues of water quality and quantity,
and manage flood risk in the Borough.9Water quality, quantity and flood risk12

Manage the impacts of development and associated
activities to positively address all forms of pollution.10Air quality13

Protect and enhance biodiversity, habitats, geodiversity
and important geological features; particularly those that
are designated.

11Biodiversity and geodiversity14

Reduce the consumption of natural resources, protect
and enhance green infrastructure and high quality16Agricultural land15 agricultural land and optimise the re-use of previously
developed land, buildings and infrastructure.
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Sustainability ObjectivesSustainability Issues

Protect and enhance the quality, integrity and
distinctiveness of the area’s heritage, landscapes and
townscapes; particularly those that are designated.

12Heritage16

Minimise energy use, promote energy efficiency and high
quality design, and increase the generation of energy
from renewable resources.

13Energy efficiency and renewable energy17

Achieve sustainable wastemanagement through adhering
to the principles of the Waste Hierarchy.14Waste management18

Manage sustainable mineral extraction, and encourage
their recycling/re-use, to provide a sufficient supply to

15Minerals provision19 meet social and economic needs, whilst minimising
impacts on the environment and communities and
safeguarding resources for future generations.

Reduce the consumption of natural resources, protect
and enhance green infrastructure and high quality16Previously developed land and

infrastructure20 agricultural land and optimise the re-use of previously
developed land, buildings and infrastructure.

Reduce the consumption of natural resources, protect
and enhance green infrastructure and high quality16Land and natural resources21 agricultural land and optimise the re-use of previously
developed land, buildings and infrastructure.

Reduce the consumption of natural resources, protect
and enhance green infrastructure and high quality16Green Infrastructure and open space22 agricultural land and optimise the re-use of previously
developed land, buildings and infrastructure.

Economic

To promote a sustainable, competitive and low-carbon
economy that benefits from a range of innovative and
diverse businesses in both urban and rural areas.

17Sustainable, competitive and low-carbon
economy23

To promote a sustainable, competitive and low-carbon
economy that benefits from a range of innovative and
diverse businesses in both urban and rural areas.

17Innovation and diversity of businesses24

Improve access to education and training, and the links
between these resources and employment opportunities.20Access to education and training25

Improve access to education and training, and the links
between these resources and employment opportunities.20Employment opportunities26

Positively manage the Borough's diverse rural economy.19Rural economy27

To maintain and enhance the vitality and viability of town
and village centres with a balanced provision of retail,
leisure, visitor and cultural facilities.

18Vitality and viability of the town and village
centres28

To maintain and enhance the vitality and viability of town
and village centres with a balanced provision of retail,
leisure, visitor and cultural facilities.

18Balanced provision of retail, leisure, visitor
and cultural facilities29

CHESHIRE EAST LOCAL PLAN Draft Sustainability Appraisal: Scoping Report January 201762

Is
su

es
an

d
O
bj
ec
tiv

es



C Regulatory Requirements
As this SA will also be fulfilling the requirements of the Strategic Environmental Assessment
Directive Schedule 2 of the Environmental Assessment of Plans Regulations 2004 explains
the information that must be contained in the SA Report; it is therefore important to make
sure that all of the requirements have been met and fully integrated into the SA process.
This will be done using a Checklist (Table C.1) to signpost where the regulatory requirements
are met in this Report.

Table C.1 Checklist of where in this Report the regulatory requirements have been met

Discussion of how requirement is metRegulatory requirement

Schedule 2 of the regulations lists the information to be provided in the SA Report

The purpose of the Local Plan is set out in
Section 1, Paras 1.10 to 1.14 of this Report.

a) An outline of the contents, main objectives of the plan or
programme, and relationship with other relevant plans and
programmes; Its relationship with other plans and

programmes in set out in Section 3 and
Appendix A of this Report.

A summary of the baseline information is
provided in Section 4 of this Report. The

b) The relevant aspects of the current state of the environment and
the likely evolution thereof without implementation of the plan or
programme; current state of the environment is set out

along with relevant comparators and trends.
The likely evolution of the baseline without
the Local Plan or 'future baseline' is also set
out in Section 4.

The environmental characteristics of the areas
likely to be affected are set out in Section 4
of this Report.

c) The environmental characteristics of areas likely to be
significantly affected;

The summary of the baseline information
provided in Section 4 of this Report identify a

d) Any existing environmental problems which are relevant to the
plan or programme including, in particular, those relating to any

number of existing environmental problemsareas of a particular environmental importance, such as areas
designated pursuant to Directives 79/409/EEC and 92/43/EEC; that are relevant to the Local Plan. This

includes identifying sites designated pursuant
to Birds and Habitats Directives. Key
sustainability issues are identified in Section
5 of this Report.

A comprehensive range of plans and
programmes have been reviewed and the

e) The environmental protection, objectives, established at
international, Community or national level, which are relevant to

implications for the Local Plan and SA arethe plan or programme and the way those objectives and any
clearly set out in Appendix A. A list orenvironmental, considerations have been taken into account during

its preparation; regional/sub-regional and local plans are
included in Section 3.

-f) The likely significant effects on the environment, including on
issues such as biodiversity, population, human health, fauna, flora,
soil, water, air, climatic factors, material assets, cultural heritage
including architectural and archaeological heritage, landscape and
the interrelationship between the above factors. (Footnote: These
effects should include secondary, cumulative, synergistic, short,
medium and long-term permanent and temporary, positive and
negative effects);

-g) The measures envisaged to prevent, reduce and as fully as
possible offset any significant adverse effects on the environment
of implementing the plan or programme;
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Discussion of how requirement is metRegulatory requirement

-h) An outline of the reasons for selecting the alternatives dealt with,
and a description of how the assessment was undertaken including
any difficulties (such as technical deficiencies or lack of know-how)
encountered in compiling the required information;

-i) description of measures envisaged concerning monitoring in
accordance with Art. 10;

-j) a non-technical summary of the information provided under the
above headings

The SA Report must be published alongside the draft plan, in-line with the following regulations

-Authorities with environmental responsibility and the public, shall
be given an early and effective opportunity within appropriate time
frames to express their opinion on the draft plan or programme
and the accompanying environmental report before the adoption
of the plan or programme (Art. 6.1, 6.2)

The SA Report must be taken into account, alongside consultation responses, when finalising the plan.

-The environmental report prepared pursuant to Article 5, the
opinions expressed pursuant to Article 6 and the results of any
transboundary consultations entered into pursuant to Article 7 shall
be taken into account during the preparation of the plan or
programme and before its adoption or submission to the legislative
procedure.
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D Glossary of Terms

The ability of people to move around an area and reach places and
facilities, including elderly and disabled people, those with young
children and those encumbered with luggage or shopping.

Accessibility

Where a development/policy would result in harmful effects.Adverse Impact

Social rented, affordable rented and intermediate housing, provided
to eligible households whose needs are not met by the market.
Eligibility is determined with regard to local incomes and local house

Affordable Housing

prices. Affordable housing should include provisions to remain at
an affordable price for future eligible households or for the subsidy
to be recycled for alternative affordable housing provision.

Sand, gravel, crushed rock and other bulk materials used by the
construction industry.

Aggregates

Provides a method for assessing the quality of farmland to enable
informed choices to be made about its future use in the planning

Agricultural Land
Classification

system. Land is classified into five grades, with Grade 3 subdivided
into Subgrades 3a and 3b. The best and most versatile land is
defined as Grades 1, 2 and 3a by the National Planning Policy
Framework.

Areas designated by Local Authorities because they are not likely
to achieve national air quality objectives by the relevant deadline.

Air Quality
Management Area

The whole variety of life encompassing all genetics, species and
ecosystem variations, including plans and animals.

Biodiversity

A strategy prepared for a local area aimed at conserving and
enhancing biological diversity.

Biodiversity Action
Plan (BAP)

Previously developed land that is or was occupied by a permanent
structure, including the curtilage of the developed land and any
associated fixed surface infrastructure. Also see 'Previously
Developed Land'.

Brownfield

Potential spending by the public in the catchment area, with which
to support existing and additional retail floorspace.

Capacity (in
retailing terms)

A term relating to Conservation Areas or Listed Buildings, but also
to the appearance of any rural or urban location in terms of its
landscape or the layout of streets and open spaces, often giving
places their own distinct identity.

Character

Long-term changes in temperature, precipitation, wind and all other
aspects of the Earth's climate. Often regarded as a result of human
activity and fossil fuel consumption.

Climate Change
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A strategy prepared by a local authority to improve local quality of
life and aspirations, under the Local Government Act 2000.

Community
Strategy

The process that converts biodegradable material such as garden
or kitchen waste, in the presence of oxygen (aerobic) into a stable
material that can be used as a soil improver. Composting can be
done at different scales, from home composting to a large centralised
facility.

Composting

Local authorities have the power to designate as Conservation Areas
any area of special architectural or historic interest. This means the
planning authority has extra powers to control works and demolition

Conservation Area

of buildings to protect or improve the character or appearance of
the area. Conservation Area Consent has been replaced by planning
permission for relevant demolition in a Conservation Area.

Authorities which, because of their environmental responsibilities,
are likely to be concerned by effects of implementing plans and
programmes and must be consulted at specific stages of the

Consultation Body

Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA). The Consultation
Bodies designated in the SEA regulations are Historic England,
Natural England, and the Environment Agency.

Land that has been polluted or harmed in some way making it unfit
for safe development and usage unless cleaned.

Contaminated Land

Hard types of rock that have been quarried, fragmented and graded
for use as aggregate.

Crushed rock

A number of developments in a locality or a continuous activity over
time that together may have an increased impact on the environment,
local community or economy.

Cumulative Impact

Defined under the 1990 Town and Country Planning Act as 'the
carrying out of building, engineering, mining or other operation in,
on, over or under land, or the making of any material change in the
use of any building or other land.' Most forms of development require
planning permission.

Development

This includes adopted Local Plans and Neighbourhood Plans and
is defined in Section 38 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase
Act 2004.

Development Plan

Development, including those in the B Use Classes, public and
community uses and main town centre uses (but excluding housing
development).

Economic
Development

The conversion of waste into a useable form of energy, often heat
or electricity.

Energy from Waste
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A government body that aims to prevent or minimise the effects of
pollution on the environment and issues permits to monitor and
control activities that handle or produce waste. It also provides

Environment
Agency

up-to-date information on waste management matters and deals
with other matters such as water issues including flood protection
advice.

All the animal life of a given place or time.Fauna

Generally low-lying areas adjacent to a watercourse, tidal lengths
of a river or the sea, where water flows in times of flood or would
flow but for the presence of flood defences.

Flood plain

Plant life occurring in a particular region or time.Flora

Carbon-rich fuel (coal, oil and natural gas) formed from the remains
of ancient animals and plants. Their combustion is considered to
contribute to the 'greenhouse effect'.

Fossil Fuels
(non-renewable)

A designation for land around certain cities and large built-up areas,
which aims to keep this land permanently open or largely
undeveloped. The purposes of the Green Belt are: to check the

Green Belt

unrestricted sprawl of large built up areas; to prevent neighbouring
towns from merging into one another; to assist in safeguarding the
countryside from encroachment; to preserve the setting and special
character of historic towns; and assist urban regeneration, by
encouraging the recycling of derelict and other urban land. Green
Belts are defined in a Local Planning Authority's Development Plan.

A local designation that seeks to maintain the definition and
separation of existing communities, and to indicate support for the
longer term objective of preventing Crewe, Willaston, Wistaston,
Nantwich, Haslington and Shavington frommerging into one another.

Green Gap

Land, or a defined site, usually farmland, that has not previously
been developed.

Greenfield

Naturally occurring examples include water vapour, carbon dioxide,
methane, nitrous oxide and ozone. Some human activities increase
these gases, including fossil fuel combustion in motor vehicles and
some power stations.

Greenhouse Gases

An area of nature conservation interest.Habitat

Government advisors with responsibility for all aspects of protecting
and promoting the historic environment.

Historic England

A picture of the entire landscape, including that which is most recent,
presenting a comprehensive view of the sequence of changes that
have contributed to the character of the landscape.

Historic Landscape
Character
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A park or garden of special historic interest, graded I (highest quality),
II* or II, and designated by Historic England.

Historic Parks and
Gardens

Basic services necessary for development to take place, for example,
roads, electricity, sewerage, water, education and health facilities.

Infrastructure

Towns with a range of employment, retail and education opportunities
and services, with good public transport. The KSCs are Alsager,
Congleton, Handforth, Knutsford, Middlewich, Nantwich, Poynton,
Sandbach, and Wilmslow.

Key Service Centre
(KSC)

The permanent disposal of waste into the ground, by the filling of
man-made voids or similar features, or the construction of landforms
above ground level (land-raising).

Landfill (including
land raising)

A method of assessing appearance and essential characteristics of
a landscape.

Landscape
Character
Assessment

The distinct and recognisable pattern of elements that occur
consistently in a particular type of landscape. It reflects particular
combinations of geology, landform, soils, vegetation, land use and
human settlement.

Landscape
Character

A building of special architectural or historic interest. Listed Buildings
are graded I, II* or II with grade I being the highest. Listing includes
the interior as well as the exterior of the building, and any buildings
or permanent structures in its curtilage.

Listed Building

Non-statutory habitats of local significance designated by Local
Authorities where protection and public understanding of nature
conservation is encouraged (see also Local Wildlife Site).

Local Nature
Reserve

The plan for the future development of the local area, drawn up by
the Local Planning Authority in consultation with the community. In
law this is described as Development Plan Documents adopted

Local Plan

under the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004. Current
Core Strategies or other planning policies, which under the
regulations would be considered to be Development Plan
Documents, form part of the Local Plan. The term includes old
policies that have been saved under the 2004 Act.

The Local Authority or Council that is empowered by law to exercise
planning functions. Often the local borough or district council.
National Parks and the Broads Authority are also considered to be
Local Planning Authorities.

Local Planning
Authority

Development Plan Document setting out the spatial vision and
strategic objectives of the planning framework for an area, having
regard to the Community Strategy.

Local Plan Strategy
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Smaller centres with a limited range of employment, retail and
education opportunities and services, with a lower level of access
to public transport. The LSCs are Alderley Edge, Audlem, Bollington,
Bunbury, Chelford, Disley, Goostrey, Haslington, Holmes Chapel,
Mobberley, Prestbury, Shavington, and Wrenbury.

Local Service
Centres (LSC)

Locally important sites of nature conservation adopted by Local
Authorities for planning purposes.

Local Wildlife Sites
(LWS)

Rock or other material that has a commercial value when extracted.Mineral

A potential mineral deposit where the quality and quantity of material
present has not been tested.

Mineral Resource

Measures designed and intended to reduce adverse environmental
effects that cannot be avoided.

MitigationMeasures

Areas designated with the aim of securing protection and appropriate
management of the most important areas of wildlife habitat, and to
provide a resource for scientific research. All National Nature
Reserves are Sites of Special Scientific Interest.

National Nature
Reserve

The statutory purposes of national parks are to conserve and
enhance their natural beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage and to
promote opportunities for public understanding and enjoyment of

National Park

their special qualities. National parks are designated by Natural
England, subject to confirmation by the Secretary of State under the
National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949.

Natural England is the Government's statutory adviser on landscape
in England, with responsibility for landscape designations such as
National Parks, Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty and Heritage

Natural England

Coasts. Natural England is also concerned with England's future
landscapes, with involvement in planning policy and a range of
environmental land management projects.

Land that is or was occupied by a permanent structure, including
the curtilage of the developed land (although it should not be
assumed that the whole of the curtilage should be developed) and

Previously
Developed Land
(PDL)

any associated fixed surface infrastructure. This excludes: land that
is or has been occupied by agricultural or forestry buildings; land
that has been developed for minerals extraction or waste disposal
by landfill purposes where provision for restoration has been made
through development control procedures; land in built-up areas such
as private residential gardens, parks, recreation grounds and
allotments; and land that was previously-developed but where the
remains of the permanent structure or fixed surface structure have
blended into the landscape in the process of time.
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The largest towns with a wide range of employment, retail and
education opportunities and services, serving a large catchment
area with a high level of accessibility and public transport. The
Principal Towns are Crewe and Macclesfield.

Principal Town

A highway over which the public have a right of access along the
route.

Public Right of Way

Wetlands of international importance, designated under the 1971
Ramsar Convention.

Ramsar Sites

Value can be recovered from waste by recovering materials through
recycling, composting or recovery of energy.

Recovery

Aggregates produced from recycled construction waste such as
crushed concrete and planings from tarmac roads.

Recycled
Aggregates

Energy flows that occur naturally and repeatedly in the environment
- from the wind, the fall of water, the movement of the oceans, from
the sun and also from biomass and deep geothermal heat.

Renewable Energy

Steps to return land to its original or former condition following
mineral working by using subsoil, topsoil or soil-making material.

Restoration (in
terms of minerals
operations)

Nationally important monuments, usually archaeological remains,
which enjoy greater protection against inappropriate development
through the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979.

Scheduled
Monument

The process of deciding the scope and level of detail of a
Sustainability Appraisal, including sustainability effects and
alternatives that need to be considered, the assessment methods
to be used, and the structure and contents of the Sustainability
Appraisal Report.

Scoping

Includes by-product waste, synthetic materials and soft rock used
with or without processing as a secondary aggregate.

Secondary
Aggregates

Effects that are not a direct result of the plan, often produced away
from or as a result of a complex pathway

Secondary
(indirect) Effects

Sites designated by Natural England under the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981.

Site of Special
Scientific Interest
(SSSI)

Positive action taken to include all sectors of society in planning and
other decision-making.

Social Inclusion

Areas given special protection under the European Union's Habitat's
Directive, which is transposed into UK law by the Habitats and
Conservation of Species Regulations 2010.

Special Area Of
Conservation (SAC)
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Areas that have been identified as being of international importance
for the breeding, feeding, wintering or the migration of rare and
vulnerable species of birds found in European Union countries.
They are European designated sites, classified under the Birds
Directive.

Special Protection
Areas (SPA)

A procedure (set out in the Environmental Assessment of Plans and
Programmes Regulations 2004) which requires the formal
environmental assessment of certain plans and programmes that
are likely to have significant effects on the environment.

Strategic
Environmental
Assessment (SEA)

An appraisal of the economic, environmental and social effects of
a plan from the outset of the preparation process to allow decisions
to be made that accord with sustainable development.

Sustainability
Appraisal (SA)

Places where people want to live and work, now and in the future.Sustainable
Communities

A widely used definition drawn up by the World Commission on
Environment and Development in 1987: 'Development that meets
the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future
generations to meet their own needs.'

Sustainable
Development

The Government has set out four aims for sustainable development
in its strategy 'A Better Quality of Life, a Strategy for Sustainable
Development in the UK'. The four aims to be achieved
simultaneously are:

Social progress that recognises the needs of everyone
Effective protection of the environment
Prudent use of natural resources
Maintenance of high and stable levels of economic growth and
employment

An approach to managing rainfall in development that replicates
natural drainage, managing it close to where it falls, maximising
infiltration and minimising surface run-off.

Sustainable
Drainage System
(SuDS)

Any efficient, safe and accessible means of transport with overall
low impact on the environment, including walking and cycling, low
and ultra low emission vehicles, car sharing and public transport.

Sustainable
transport

A description (or visual representation on a map) of the shape of
the land, for example, contours or changes in the height of land
above sea level.

Topography

The general appearance of a built-up area, for example a street,
town or city.

Townscape

In terms of retailing, a centre that is capable of commercial success.Viability
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In terms of retailing, the capacity of a centre to grow or develop its
likeliness and level of activity.

Vitality

Any material or object that is no longer wanted and requires
disposal. If a material or object is re-usable, it is still classed as
waste if it has first been discarded.

Waste

A framework for securing a sustainable approach to waste
management. Waste should be minimised wherever possible. If
waste cannot be avoided, then it should be re-used; after this value
recovered by recycling or composting; or waste to energy; and finally
landfill disposal.

Waste Hierarchy
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